Application for Vacant Seats

in the Student Senate
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Pre-requisites for Appointment.  Read the information in this handout, including the expectations of Senators, and complete the application.

In order to receive consideration for appointment, you must complete the following:

(1) Attend one full Senate meeting to observe its proceedings 

(2) Attend one Standing Committee meeting

(3) Obtain at least fifty (50) signatures of current EMU students (not including yourself)

(4) Complete the application form

(5) Prepare your thoughts for a presentation before the Student Senate, and be sure to include an explanation to the commonly asked questions (listed below).

Once you complete all pre-requisites, you must appear before the Senate and you will be given several minutes to present yourself.  Fulfillment of pre-requisites does not guarantee appointment.  

Tips.  Dress appropriately in business or business casual attire, and prepare your speech in advance.  Senators will likely want to know, among other things:

What interests you about Student Government?

Realistically, what do you feel you can offer?

Regardless of your background or involvement in other things, how do you manage your time?

Do you understand the commitment of being a Senator?

Explain the answers to the questions on the Application.

Submit this Application Material to the Speaker of the Senate, in the Student Government Offices in the SOC of McKenny Union/(CSI in the New Student Center).  

Expectations of Senators


All Student Senators are expected to meet the following requirements:

1) Attendance at meetings.  Senators must attend all regular Senate meetings, with no more than 2.0 absences per term (academic semester).

One-half absence = an absence at any roll call (there is an opening roll call and closing roll call at each meeting).

2) Involvement
A) Campus Engagement.  Once per month, participate in a visitation to a variety of places around the school, from student organizations to college-based advisory groups.  You may even go with other Senators.  You will receive an assignment based upon your availability, background, and preferences.  

B) Committees.  Everyone is assigned a committee and remains an active member.  (Each month on Tuesdays, Senate meetings rotate with Committee meetings each week, so they balance each other’s time).

3) Office Hours.  Student Senators are required to register at least 2 hours in the Student Government offices per week.
Application for Open Senate Seats
Student Organization Center

001 McKenny Union

Ypsilanti, Michigan 48197

Name ___________________________________      Student ID Number _____________________   

Contact Information (email and/or phone) _____________________________________________

Are you currently enrolled at EMU and in good standing?   _________________  

Which Senate meeting did you attend (list the date)         _________________

Committee meeting attended (which one and date)          _________________

Based on your experience observing Senate and Committee meetings, rank your preferred areas of interest from 1 (highest) to 3 (lowest).

                   Student Relations ___   Business and Finance ___   Political Action ____

Please answer the following questions and use a separate sheet of paper if necessary.

Describe your reasons for seeking appointment to a Senate seat.  

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

State at least three goals you will pursue should you receive a Senate seat.

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

How do you feel Student Government, and particularly the Student Senate, can better reach out to the Student Body?

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Do not forget to attach to this application your petition of current EMU students signatures.

By signing this application, you are admitting that the information is true to the best of your knowledge and you have read and understand the expectations of all Senators.  If appointed, you agree to meet the expectations of being a Senator, including any other decisions made by the Senate.

      Signature ______________________________         Date    _______________________

SENATE PETITION SHEET

50 SIGNATURES FORM

The student whose name is on the top of this page is attempting to run for a Senate seat.  

Sign this PETITION only if you are a student currently enrolled at Eastern Michigan University and if you truly believe in this candidate. 

A student can sign more then one petition, but cannot sign a petition more then once. Incomplete, illegible, or corrupt information will not be counted.
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